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Recent Initiatives Involving

Canada’s Modern Heritage

by Susan ), Bronson

As we enter the twenty-first century, there i3 iIncreaging awareness of the
busilt heritage of the modern era. Nevertheless, many Cansdians, meluding
heritage professionals and decision-makers, ave still reluctant to consider
buildings, ensembles, and sites dating from about 1930 to the mid-1970s
as “heritage”, To complicate matters, much of the built production of the
post-war age of progress was not designed to last in perpetuity, and now
presents new conservation challenges, Furthermore, Canada’s modern
resources represent an overwhelming portion of our built inventory, and it
18 elear that not everything from this period can be saved. Finally, appro-
priate methods for identifving and evalusting representative testimonies
of the aocial, political, and economic concerns, the weehnological advances,
and the formal and functional preccoupations of the modern era are not
abvious.

I 1997, Parks Canada prepared a study on the commemoration of
Canada’s built heritage of the modern era for the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) Owver 100 Canadians—including
mumnicipal and provineial heritage authorities, scholars, practitioners, and
members of interest groups—were comtacted regarding the status of
research, imventory, commemeration, awareness, and protection of modern
heritage across the country, At that time, a number of interesting initia-
tives were underway, and a report on these was dissemimated to all who
Were ]]'I1.E']"L"F1.E'(E.

In December 19989, these same individuals and others working on this
theme were contacted. This article summarizes s series of more recent
initiatives involving Canada’s modern heritage.

Canada-wide and North American initiatives

Federal povernment inftioiives

The 1987 HEMBC study provided an overview of current local, national,
and international approaches to analyzing and evaluating Canada’s built
heritage of the modern era, In addition, it proposed an approsch to analy-
sia that invalved thematic studies based on broad categories of use, and a
pilot study on housing was carried out. Finally, it recommended prelimi-
nary criteria for evaluating resources with potential national significance,
ard a timely request to commemorate the innovative 1941 West
Vancouver residence designed by artist B.C. Binning provided an opportu-
nity to test these, In November 1997, the HSMBC recommended that
other thematic studies be undertaken, that the preliminary eriteria be
adopted, and that the Binning Residence be commemerated as a National
Historic Site.

Although the HSMBC has received few requests to commemorate modern

resources since, Canada's Federal Heritage Buildings Review Office
(FHBRLY, which is reaponsible for evaluating federally-owned buildings
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Online Resources at
NCPTT

One of the primary aims of the
Training Component of the
Mational Center for Preservation
Technology and Training
(MCPTT) is to expand accesa to
all types of preservation and
ronservation training by serving
as a national elearinghouse of
information about training
r_lpF_s-q;-rl.l.l:niﬁu:;. To this end the
NCPTT compiles and maintains
a database of preservation
related degree and certificatse
programs, warkshops, intern-
shipe, fellowships, and field
schools. The Training and Educa-
ton Opportunities database is
available online at wew.neptt.
npe.goviprog_teo_fastm. Addi-
tiong and revisions to the data-
base can be submitted online.
NCPTT maintaina other data-
hases that are alsn accessible
online: preservation Internet
resourees can be found at

wwew, nepll.nps goviprog_pir_
fe.stm; job openings are lsted on
www.n-;:pl,l.n]]s,:..;_'\u'\.'l'pruﬁ_in]m_
fe.stm; and an up-to-date list of
conferences may be browsed a
www . neptt. nps.gov/prog_cond_
fa.stm. For more information on
the NCPTT's online imitiatives
contact Andy Ferrell, Training
Associate, National Center for
Preservation Technology and
Training, NSU Box G682,
Matchitoches, LA TL497 (318)
357-6464, FAX (318) 357-6421, or
email andy_lerrell@nepit.
npsgov, The NOPTT home page

15 www, nepkl. nps.gov,
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Toto! This isn"t Kansas.

Or, is it. A new website portrays a century of development and
persistence in a small Kansas fown,

Drawing upon a series of oral history interviews, digitized family and
community photes and many primary and secondary sources, the
wehsite “Brainerd, Kanzaz: Time, Place and Memory on the Prairie
Plains." paints a portrait of a tiny southeastern Kansas community
{current population about 503 which survived being passed over by the
ratlroad in 18588 and continues to endure to this day. Kevin Roe, a
former praduate student in Ameriecan Studies st the University of
Kansas, created the site for a joint American Studies/Architecture
course. The class, “Built Forms and Landscapes of the Great Plaine,”
was team-taught by Kansas University professors Mike Swann and
Dennis Domer.

In an effort to understand the forees that enabled Brainerd (o survive
in the foee of onrushing change, the site investigates the complex,
aften individunl relationships between memory and place, while telling
the many stories of Brainerd unearthed in interviews, letters, loeal
records, and maps, Vizitors to the site also ean browse the Gallery of
digitized maps, photos, and newspaper features, The site also contains
links to related sites and several intoractive features, OFf partioular
interest 18 the Emaill hecussion Group, which 15 designed to foster
ongong dialog about Brainerd, Great Plains communities, or the role
of memory and place in local history, {Subscriptions are available by
returny email from brainerditegroups.com.) All of the site's content is
available in PDF format for those who do not have time or fast enough
[nternet connections to scroll through the site and read it online. For
additional information, please contact Kevin Boe (419) 531-7390, FAX
(BT7) 233-2950, or email kevravearootinaround.com. The site is located
at hittpeawars rootinaround. com/brainerd.

D'oh! History?

Mo DoHistory, a new website
for historians and teachers debuted in February

DoHistory is an ambitious new website for historians, teachers, and
lay people interested mn history and America's past was launched by
the Harvard Film Study Center in February. The site 15 an experimen-
tal, interactive case study that allows its users to experience the
process of piecing together the life and world of an “ordinary” person in
the past. At the site, users get to try to piece together the world of
eighteenth century midwife and healer Martha Hallard, whose remark-
able diary was the basis for the Pulitzer Prize winning book and the
PES film A Midwife’s Tale. The DoHistory website takes its nsers into
the process of doing history, and also provides them with a practical
seb of printable puides to help them launch history projects of their own,

There are thousands of downloadable pages from eriginal documents
at the aite, presented in both their original format and 1 transceription:
diaries, letters, maps, court records, town records, account baaks,
medical texts, and morve. Whereas moat history wehsites give some
limited guidance accompanying a mass of documents on a particular
subject, DoHistory guides its usera through the research process,



